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so learned as you might be a teacher. How can
he be a disciple ?'' And a moment later: "Who
knows what service you are destined to do to
truth ? Stay with me if you feel inclined, but not
necessarily as a disciple." Sariputra remembered
these words of the teacher. As permitted, he had
stayed with the Buddha and, within a few days,
been accepted as a disciple and named Sariputra.
Slowly, as the days passed, the light of the great
teacher's life cleared the doubts that had darkened
his mind. He realised what he had only heard
previously, that God is a power pervading every-
thing. Man is man when he becomes aware of
God within himself. It is from impulses coming
from that inner presence that life becomes gradu-
ally better; and the first step in realising the
unrealisable nature of God is to become aware
of this process within one. To attain to this
knowledge is the chief purpose of life. It is
because of this that the Veda became great. By
the same token, the Veda is one and single. Time
and country and speaker do not count. One
eternal truth has appeared in all teaching every-
where, with differences due to the situations. This
is how the life of all mankind has grown in service
of truth. Each man must do the duty that comes
to his hand. This makes life fruitful. Narasimha